East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Annual Report 2007

Chairman’s Introduction
Well – it’s goodbye from me and it’s goodbye from him!  This will be my last report, and I look forward to welcoming a new incumbent.  Peter Leese, well known to Wednesday walkers and for his work on footpaths in Ryedale has accepted nomination for this post.

And it’s goodbye from Malcolm; I cannot find words adequate as a tribute to his work for the RA – previously in Sheffield and then for our area as news editor and then as Area Secretary.  He has been patient and helpful in our efforts to bring the area forward in to the new climate of budgets and charity law requirements.  His work (and family) commitments mean he cannot carry out the task to his own high standards.  He will be missed – but we do not have a nominee for Area Secretary.  It is a task that would suit two people especially if partners.

We also have a nominee for Area President to replace Geoff Eastwood, whose term has now expired.  The RA continues to be in his debt for the many jobs he has done, and continues to do for Ramblers’ Holidays, of which he is a director.  Ann Holt will be known to many as the wife of David Rubinstein a past National President.  What many will not know is that she is an academic in her own right and has worked for the RA more behind the scenes and as a historian.  She came with David on the first walk I led for the RA.

Looking back over the year, it has been an important one.  There seems to be some uncertainty about the figures from Central Office, but membership is growing, if slowly.  A conference was held to identify problems in recruitment and retention in February – set up and run by Ann Laing and Peter Leese. We had a good attendance from around the area and work continues on the many ideas that were suggested there.

We made use of the new budget system to fund the celebratory walks for the 25th anniversary of the Wolds Way.  These were led by people from different groups and were models for walk leadership, especially managing large numbers.  We also welcomed our national chairman and a number of originators of the Yorkshire Wolds Way on the day, and thanks are due to the National Trails officer, Malcolm Hodgson, for his help with all this.

So it has been a privilege to have been your chairman for the last five years, and to have had such loyal support from fellow officers which continue to provide an active programme of rambles, access and footpath work.  

I hope you will give your support to the new and continuing post holders

Chris Bush, Area Chairman
Notice of 2008 Area Annual General Meeting

All members and representatives of affiliated organisations are requested to attend the Annual General Meeting at 2.00 pm on Saturday 19th January 2008
in The Memorial Hall, Potter Hill, Pickering (GR: SE 795 841 )

Prospective members may be introduced and are welcome (non-voting).

A morning walk will commence from outside the Hall at 10.00 am

followed by lunch at a local pub from c12.30

AGENDA

1. Attendance (please sign the record) and Apologies for Absence.

2. Chairman’s opening remarks

3. Minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting.

4. Matters arising from the minutes.

5. Annual Report for 2006/2007
6. Financial statement – Accounts for year ending 30th September 2007
7. Election of Officers and Council Members:

President

    

Vice-Presidents

Chairman

Vice-Chairman
                 
Area Secretary


Area Treasurer

Membership Secretary      
Rambles Secretary

Publicity Officer

Countryside Secretary       
Minutes Secretary

Area News Editor/s
Area Access Officer           
Area Footpath Secretaries
Area Webmaster
Area Council Members – nominations and volunteers will be welcome at the meeting
but helpful if notified beforehand, with written agreement of nominees unable to attend.

Group Secretaries should provide details of upto 4 representatives appointed at their AGM

8. Appointment of Auditor
     9. 
Adoption of revised Area Constitution and Standing Orders


10. Motions of which notice has been given in writing to the Area Secretary

 
 in accordance with rule 13(f) of the Constitution.


11. Any Other Business.

At this point AREA COUNCIL will meet to appoint the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(in accordance with rule 9(i))
------------------0000000000000----------------

After the formal meeting and a short break:-
RICHARD FULLER will give an illustrated presentation
“Wildlife in our Area”
Area Secretary’s Report
The last year has been one of reviewing, renewing and re-doing.
We finished last Year concerned at the fall in membership and the lack of membership support some Groups were suffering. There had also been some complaints that new members had not found our walks sufficiently welcoming and there was a continuing demand for both shorter walks and ones that people could get to without having recourse to having a car.

In order to better address these issues we organised a membership recruitment and retention workshop prior to the February Area Council out of which came many useful and constructive suggestions which are still being acted upon. The addition of colour pages to Area News has made it a more attractive read (especially to new members and walkers) and the April issue also contained a supplementary walks programme combining all the additional walks our various local Groups organise over the summer period but which we aren’t able to include in the Area Walks Programme. 
A programme of walks using public transport has been started by the York Group but open to all members. Their format and the need to cater for changes in bus or train times at short notice again does not make it easy for them to be publicised in our usual way ie via the Area Programme. However, Area News and the website help us to overcome this – so do check them out. Similar we are encouraging all our Groups to try to put on more short walks. However, there continues to be shortage of leaders and especially new walk leaders coming forward to offer such walks. This is a problem we shall continue to try to overcome.
We know many of our Groups struggle to find new people to take over the more active roles in the Groups such as Committee work. However, if you can offer to lead a walk it may be the first step to becoming more involved in the Group. So do come forward.

Although we received a letter critical of the welcome a new walker felt she had received on some of the area’s walks, further investigation found that these were very much isolated cases and although all leaders do things their own way (and we would not expect anything different) most also do make an effort to welcome new walkers and to explain where the walk will be going that day. There will always be issues over the speed that a walk is done at, but hopefully these will be rare and easy to sort out on the day. The RA has published a checklist of what it expects it walk leaders to do before and during a walk. This is printed at the end of this report and is also available on a card. Hopefully, it will give potential leaders an idea of what’s required and if they are not sure why not come out on a walk with someone more experienced who can pass on their tips and skills.
And re-doing? Well our annual Area integrated walks programme isn’t broke so we don’t need to fix it – just keep adding more walks, with more variety, to it. 500 plus walks around the Area is a good start and we would like to see more. The highlight of the year was probably the six stage walking of the Wolds Way celebrating its 25th Anniversary, and being able to do with many of the people who had done the necessary hard work in getting it created in the first place.
The RA’s Use Your Paths survey initiative has been a useful exercise in getting members to look and check out many of their local paths they wouldn’t normally use. And having done so its up to us to make sure those paths are continually used, kept clear and properly recorded on maps for everyone to use.

Nationally the Ramblers have had a number of successes, most notably the Dorset Case which it took all the way to the House of Lords. The campaign for coastal access seems to moving steadily. The General Council allowed further tweaking to our Articles of Association, which now allow for proper financial budgets to be set at all levels of the organisation. No longer will we be automatically be getting a dollop of money according to our size of membership, but we will have to justify how it will be spent in advance and in relationship to and in the furtherance of the RA’s stated charitable aims. We finish the year with another new Chief Executive Officer, Tom Franklin who used to be at the fellow campaigning organisation ‘Living Streets’ (formally the Pedestrian’s Association) and have just started the consultation process on our next five year strategic plan to take the organisation forward and onwards from those set out in the previous Waymarking the Future.
As you are probably aware I am intending to step down at this AGM as the pressure of work and related trade union activities along with family life and involvement in the Ramblers at both local and area levels has meant I have taken too much on and can not do any sufficiently well or timely. However, I have enjoyed my four years and would like to thank all those on the Area Committee who have supported my efforts in that time and have taken a lot of that pressure off me. Thanks especially to Chris Bush, who has taken on many of the projects personally. He has also moved the Area Governance structure on, providing the necessary division between the roles of the Area Council and the Area Executive Committee.
Hopefully, relinquishing the role of Area Secretary will give me more time to do what I join this organisation for – to go out walking - rather than being sat in front of a computer screen! 

All the best and enjoy your walking.
  Malcolm Dixon, Area Secretary

Vacancy – Area Secretary

It would be very easy to put off any potential applicant/s for this job. However, I should start by saying the actual work involved is not that onerous but it can be time consuming and you need to have your day/s planned out to some degree.

There are six Area EC meetings a year to organise along with 3 Area Councils and an Area AGM. The Area Sec compiles (with the Area Chair) and distributes the Agendas for these meetings. Minutes are done by a Minute Sec who usually emails them out as well. There is some printing to be done and envelopes stuffed for the Area Councils as we send out information to all our affiliated organisations as well.

The Area Sec looks after the Area’s archives (& filing cabinet). There is a monthly mailing from the RA’s Central Office some of which may need acting on and will need listing for the next EC.

You will obviously need to have a computer, with access to e-mail and the internet and be happy using them. For many new and potential members you are often the first port of contact they will have with the organisation and many come to us this way, as well as by more traditional methods of word of mouth and over the phone.

Please get in touch with either myself or Chris Bush, as soon as possible, if you are interested in taking over this important role in the organisation and would like more information on what’s involved.
Footpath Secretaries Reports

East Yorkshire and Hull 

It’s been another poor year for members of the hard working footpath committees. On the plus side, we have seen the completion of a diversion at Burton Pidsea, one at Welton, a new PRoW at Barmby on Marsh, and an extension to the Hudson Rail Trail at Market Weighton. On the minus side we are still talking with the ERYC, on the following problems, such as Elloughton 4 after 5 years, Easington 3 after 30 years, West Beck Bridge after 12 years, Woodale after 10 years, Driffield 999 after 33 years, Swanland school after 15 years, Winsett Farm after 15 years, York Lane after ? Years and Beswick / Watton after 2 years

The big issue this year has been the Rights of Way Improvement Plan which all highway authorities had to produce by November this year. There were only 16 responses from various sources to the draft ERYC plan, and at the moment we are waiting for the final plan. 

On 2nd May 2006 the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act came into force. This will have a major effect in the East Riding if the Council officers fail to implement the act before 2026 when under the Crow Act 2000 all unrecorded rights will be lost, and many footpaths and bridleway will become dead end paths.

In June this year it rained and somewhere between £20K to £30K worth of flood damage was done. Although ERYC can claim from the government and Europe, the storm is now being used as an excuse for putting back maintenance on PRoWs.

Since I took over as Footpath Sec in 2002 we have had no new members on the committee. The area constitution says officers should only do a job for 5 years, except the footpath sec, because of the knowledge the officer needs. If you are interested in finding out what goes on at our subcommittees, get in touch and find out how to make walking easier.

Mike Jackson, East Riding of Yorkshire Area Footpath Secretary.

York & North Yorkshire
David Nunns attends the half-yearly North Yorkshire County Council Public Rights Of Way Liaison Group meetings on behalf of Area, with members of the several RA groups attending each of the half-yearly NYCC Local Liaison Group meetings when they so wish.

The RA North Yorkshire Campaign Working Group attempts to bring all 3 RA Areas covering North Yorkshire to work together with NYCC on Access and PROW matters outside the National Parks.  David attends on behalf of RA EYD Area, but we would like other RA EYD Groups to attend, so we all speak with the same voice and attempt to resolve problems faced within North Yorkshire.

We were pleased NYCC exceeded their target of 75% for the Best Value Performance Indicator for paths recorded as easy to use (BVPI 178), based on at least a 3% sample survey.  Ploughing and Cropping problems are still a major reason for failure. We support a suggestion that paths should be cleared to Minimum Width plus twice height of surrounding crop.

There have been meetings with the Public Rights Of Way Officers and Iain Burgess (the new Countryside Services Access and PROW Manager) to discuss these problems. Iain said a more pro-active approach would be taken on ploughing and cropping problems this year. Unfortunately the year-long re-organisation of NYCC Countryside Services meant this was not to be.  The 260 problems reported this year were only looked into in November, resulting in 85 letters hopefully going out in January 2008.

The re-organisation into 3 Ranger Teams, each with an Area PROW Officer and 3 Rangers, no longer tie in with the District Council Boundaries.  Selby District south of the A64 is now within the new Eastern Ranger Team 3 under Brian Mullins.  The Northern Ranger Team 2 remains under Peter Penny.    

Joanne Coote, the former PROW Officer based in Fulford, did not apply for one of the 3 new Area posts and we would like to thank her for the work she has put in for our benefit during her time at Fulford.

Several members have helped NYCC Countryside Service with its full survey of Public Rights Of Way over the year and a good proportion of the RA’s UseYourPaths km. squares completed. 

This survey has shown that hundreds of bridges in the County are missing, need repair or replacement.  This has been costed at well over £1M and we believe will be nearer £2M.  We are concerned at the high costs of some of the works proposed and query the specification that the Bridges Section have come up with, which we consider excessive.  Until recently bridges up to about 7metres were usually dealt with by Countryside Services within their maintenance budget, with larger ones being dealt with by NY Highways Bridges Section if there was any money available.  This was obviously unsatisfactory from a PROW viewpoint and It seems that next year the Rangers will only be allowed to build bridges up to around 3metres, with the rest coming through a specific budget within the Bridges Section.

Other known outstanding work has been roughly costed at over £0.8M, giving a minimum sum of over £3M to clear the known backlog of work on the PROW Network.  To provide this money would mean trebling the current maintenance budget for the next 8 years, which appears an unlikely scenario given current thinking by NYCC Councillors and Central Government.   

Alan Clark has continued York RA Group’s monthly work parties for NYCC, with other members working directly with the NYCC Countryside Volunteers Service.  This gets more problems resolved within a limited budget, compared to employing Contractors. 

With the financial constraints on NYCC’s Countryside Service we have been consulted on only a few proposed diversions or planning applications over the year affecting NY paths in our Area, compared to 19 City of York paths and 49 Alleygating proposals in York.  Most proposals are agreed, some being changed after site meetings and discussions with PROW Officers, applicants and other interested parties.

Because of our charitable status we have to consider these with regard to the effect on possible use by both RA members and the general public.  A City of York path in Osbaldwick, near the Link Road, was proposed for closure and a local resident sought our advice.  We assisted him with his objection at a Hearing held by an Inspector, who refused to confirm the closure.   

David Nunns, York RA Group Footpaths Secretary

Rambles Secretary’s Report

The 2006 – 2007 programme was completed successfully. Thanks are due to all who made a contribution – leaders, back markers, Group Programme organisers etc. In addition to the Annual programme there were a significant number of extra walks published in the April 2007 Area News. In total 522 walks were organised varying in length from 2 to 15 miles. This represents a further significant increase in the number and variety of walks on offer by Groups in the Area - a very healthy situation which we should seek to preserve.

Comparative statistics for the past 5 years are as follows:

	
	2002/3
	2003/4
	2004/5
	2005/6
	2006/7

	Total Walks
	302
	405
	459
	484
	522

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walk Length(miles):
	
	
	
	
	

	5 or less
	N/A
	9%
	9%
	16%
	12%

	6 to 8
	N/A
	24%
	34%
	28%
	41%

	9 to 11
	N/A
	59%
	50%
	47%
	41%

	Over 11
	N/A
	8%
	7%
	9%
	5%


The published programme for  2007 – 2008 contains details of 401 rambles, varying in length from 3 to 14 miles, offered by 131  leaders.

 Details of additional walks offered during the year will be published in Area News and on the Area Website:  www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk
Ray Fielden, Rambles Secretary

Public Transport Walks


Following many requests by both members & non members, the York RA Group finally started a programme of guided walks that used public transport. We have been able to produce a wide-ranging & varied programme, which we hope will continue to gather support. We have organised at least one walk, and often more, per month since we started last September. 

Our walk locations so far have included Calder Valley, Marsden Moor, the Wolds and the Peak District as well as more locally such as along the Foss from Strensall, Almcliffe Crags to Knaresborough, Escrick, Deighton and Nether Poppleton. Summer 2007 also saw the walking of the coastal section of the Cleveland Way in six stages using trains & buses to connect with the start and finishes. Copies of the leaflet are still available if anyone wants the transport details to do it on their own.


Numbers on our walks have ranged between just 2 and upto 20. Although this variation has depended as much on publicity prior to the walk and on the weather on the day, we obviously hope to build on this and will do so once we become more regular and better known. 

Details of our walks are already sent out to over 50 people either by e-mail or by post. We have held a number of planning meetings when people have offered to lead walks. 


We have recently started a series of Sunday afternoon walks with the walking of sections of the York Millennium Way. These will have a similar locale and length as the Group’s summer evening walks and appeal to similar walkers (and leaders?). Next year will see us walking both the Ainsty Bounds Way and the Minster Way (in sections) as well as walks in the North York Moors, the Wolds and the Peak District.


My thanks to everyone who offered to lead a walk for this new section and made it much easier to organise and put together our programme of walks. We have the advantage of a good mix of rail & bus transport links from our base in York. However, we hope our other Groups take up this option of walks that don’t rely on having a car either by having joint walks with us or by organizing their own public transport walks.

Apart from a few walks so far we have not managed to meet the deadlines of the Area walks programme. So details of our walks tend to be listed on separate leaflets (contact me if you want to be included on our postal or e-mailing lists), or in Area News and on the York Group’s and Area’s websites. 


Do come and join us and leave your car behind for a change – and let someone else do the driving!!

Malcolm Dixon, York Group Public Transport Walks coordinator

Area Access Officer’s Report

Access Officer’s Report.

Coastal Access

Defra has completed their public consultation on improving access to the coast.

Vision 

A coastal environment where rights to walk along the length of the English coast lie within a wildlife and landscape corridor that offers enjoyment, understanding of the natural environment and a high quality experience; and is managed sustainably in the context of a changing coastline.

Outcomes expected

1: It will be possible to walk along and enjoy the length of the English Coastline

2: The coastline becomes more accessible

3: Coastal wildlife, landscape, and quality of enjoyment improve through integrated action

 Options

1: Use of the Highways Act 1980 (using rights of way)

2: Section 3 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act)

3: Voluntary measures to create permissive access

4: New legislation to create a coastal access corridor

The RA strongly supports Option 4

The sub-committee commented constructively and in detail on Central Office's (Freedom to Roam Team's) draft response and subsequently provided them with more evidence relating to the Yorkshire coast to support some of their comments.

Reaction so far:-

 Speaking at the Labour Party Conference Hilary Benn, MP, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said that the government will legislate for a legal right of access to the English coast. He said: “I can confirm today that we now intend to legislate so that each of us has, for the first time in our history, the right to walk around our coastline from the white cliffs of the South Coast to the wild cliffs of Northumberland”.

 Sir Martin Doughty, Chair of Natural England, said: “Our vision is for clear, well managed public access along the entire 4,500 km length of England’s coast to deliver real benefits for coastal communities, visitors and wildlife. He said: “Today’s announcement by the Secretary of State offers the historic prospect of turning this vision into reality. We hope the Government will now urgently bring forward a Marine Bill to deliver access for people to our coastal landscapes alongside much-needed better protection for our precious marine environment.” 

Tom Halstead attended a reception in the House of Commons on 18 July, which gave him an opportunity to speak to MPs and representatives from other organizations about the coastal access.

Web resource: Information on Coastal Access in the East Riding is available on the web site  http://www-users.york.ac.uk/~tkh1/

         

Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW)

I reported at the June AC that the freezing of Defra's Access Management Grant Scheme (AMGS) has meant that local authorities were not exercised their powers to improve access.  We proposed a motion at GC (nem con) urging the RA to lobby for the reinstatement of AMGS.  I am pleased to report that Defra have announced that more AMGS money is to be released soon.  We will be suggesting to the local authorities how we think the money should best be spent.

Beverley Racecourse.  We wrote to the company complaining that the gates into an enclosure on access land were not always open.  We received a rather unsatisfactory reply denying that there was a problem.  We shall pursue the matter further.

Thanks are again due to Peter Leese, Peter Ayling, Martin Biggs, Brian Odell and Sonia Donaghy, who have contributed in various ways to the work done.
T K Halstead, Area Access Officer

Treasurer’s Report

The extent of the Budget is driven by two factors – the availability of funds and the enthusiasm of the membership to utilize those funds to meet the aims and aspirations of the Association.

In the year under review our Area Budget was £10770 and in the year to come about £12400.  Our objectives have been in line with those of the National Association and an analysis of the principal expenditure categories is within the accounts.

Beyond day to day management, the main areas of emphasis have been directed to publicity & membership, and improvements in communication, principally a face lift for the Area News, an expanded programme of group walks, including both longer and shorter walks, the six celebratory walks to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Yorkshire Wolds Way with its celebratory gathering in early October, also the continuing development of our web site.

Your Executive approved the means to sharpen our publicity image by bringing Area News into part colour, the acquisition of a large RA display banner also with new and larger display boards for use in exhibitions, libraries and agricultural shows, where we have been fortunate in having willing “staff” to participate in the necessary running on the day.

The Yorkshire Wolds Way series of walks has attracted members and non-members; the main expense has been the coaches, that expense being included under the heading “project” Yorkshire Wolds Way.  The donations from passengers toward the cost are included under the (income) head “donations” and are at the time of writing likely to cover costs.  A donation of £200 was received from the National Trails Officer’s budget  toward the costs of the event.  Half litre bottles of beer were distributed free of charge after the final stage of the celebratory walks series kindly donated by the Wold Top Brewery near Driffield.

The Area funded two official visitors to the General Council; obtained new leaflets for the Chalkland Way and a further supply of badges for the Minster Way; and whilst remaining within the overall budget covered rising costs for room hires, printing and postages.

My thanks to the Chairman and members of the Executive for their co-operation in estimating and scheduling expenses for various projects and to the Auditors for again giving of their time and expertise.

Colin Mullender, Area Treasurer
	RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION – EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA
ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2007

	
	£
	£
	
	£
	£

	RECEIPTS
	
	2007
	
	
	2006

	Area Entitlement
	
	8100
	
	
	12557

	Donations and Sundry items
	
	1085
	
	
	118

	Walking Club – Mkt. Weighton
	
	0
	
	
	367

	Dividend (RA Services)
	
	12
	
	
	12

	Bank Interest (Unity Bank)
	
	275
	
	
	231

	Sale of Publications and Badges
	
	66
	
	
	71

	Minster Way Book Sales
	
	367
	
	
	362

	Minster Way Coach Surplus
	
	0
	
	
	0

	AGM Sundries
	
	0
	
	
	12

	
	
	9905
	
	
	13730

	EXPENDITURE
	
	
	
	
	

	ACCESS
	
	177
	
	
	251

	COUNTRYSIDE
	
	16
	
	
	0

	PROMOTING WALKING
	
	
	
	
	

	    Area News & Programmes
	2961
	
	
	1930
	

	    Membership Secretary
	255
	
	
	113
	

	    Coach Hire
	0
	
	
	0
	

	    Mkt. Weighton Walkers
	0
	
	
	181
	

	    Publicity
	990
	4206
	
	643
	2867

	
	
	
	
	
	

	RIGHTS OF WAY & FOOTPATH
	
	426
	
	
	400

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PROJECTS
	
	
	
	
	

	    Minster Way Books
	0
	
	
	1467
	

	    Minster Way Badges
	170
	
	
	0
	

	    Chalkland Way Leaflets
	275
	
	
	0
	

	    Yorkshire Wolds Way (Walks)
	1108
	1553
	
	0
	1467

	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRANTS TO GROUPS
	
	1060
	
	
	862

	
	
	
	
	
	

	ADMINISTRATION
	
	
	
	
	

	    AGM Expenses
	47
	
	
	35
	

	    Annual Report
	848
	
	
	817
	

	    General Council Observers
	330
	
	
	340
	

	    Meeting Halls
	409
	
	
	216
	

	    Subscriptions
	30
	
	
	30
	

	    Other Admin Costs
	1010
	2674
	
	564
	2002

	
	
	
	
	
	

	REFUND TO CENTRAL OFFICE
	
	0
	
	
	2500

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	
	10112
	
	
	10349

	
	
	
	
	
	

	MOVEMENT IN FUNDS +(-)
	
	(207)
	
	
	3381


	RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION – EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA


	STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS at 30 SEPTEMBER 2007

	
	
	
	2007
	
	2006

	

	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Fixed Assets - Written Down Value
	
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Total Net Book Value                          a
	
	
	0
	
	0

	(In accordance with RA Policy, only items costing over £5000 are to be capitalised and shown as Fixed Assets.  The Area owns display boards and Gazebo costing less than this value)

	Current Assets 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shares in R A Services Ltd – at Cost
	
	225
	
	225
	

	Balance at Unity Trust Bank
	
	7848
	
	8055
	

	Total Current Assets                           b
	
	
	8073
	
	8280

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Assets                                         a + b
	
	
	8073
	
	8280

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accumulated Fund
	
	
	
	
	

	At 1 October 2006
	
	
	8280
	
	4899

	Excess of Income over Payments
	
	
	(207)
	
	3381

	
	
	
	8073
	
	8280

	
	
	
	
	
	

	The above reflects the position on a receipts and payments basis.

	I certify that the above accounts have been prepared in accordance with Ramblers’ Association guidance, that they reflect accurately the transactions of the Area during the financial year and of the state of affairs at 30 September 2007 and that the records have been properly kept and payments authorised in accordance with area council policy during the year.

Signed

(Vivienne Harnan)






November 2007




Acting Publicity Officer’s Report

Obtaining publicity for our Yorkshire Wolds Way 25th Anniversary events was relatively easy, because of the first-class organisation by Chris Bush and others. Rosemary Broadhead’s attractive publicity leaflet was distributed Area-wide. Prompted by a well-informed reporter, I was able to tailor-make the May press release for the six walks over the summer. Accounts of the historic walk and lunch on 2nd October involving the RA, landowners, Natural England, East Riding and North Yorkshire County Councils, and of our walk and rally at Millington to celebrate the RA’s alternative opening ceremony in 1982, also appeared in the press.

Our mobile exhibition, with Area and Group photos and text, and a new seven-foot high colourful banner, all under the protective gazebo, was taken by Group volunteers to at least seven shows, where it attracted much attention: David Hockney visited us at one show. Dennis Parker was interviewed on Look North TV after the ERYC “Apple Day” in October. 
In the Spring, a project between the RA and the Natural History Museum London, in which volunteers measured the degree of invasion of the Spanish bluebell into our native species, aroused interest on local radio: the native is holding out in the north. The simple device of publicising some shorter summer walks in the press under the title “Walk East Yorkshire with the Ramblers”, plagiarised from Lincs Area, resulted in many non-members on these walks.

My special thanks to Chris Bush and Malcolm Dixon, always willing volunteers for publicity work. In July, Chris and I talked about Rambling to six groups of twenty 11-year olds at the Science Fair in the Ryedale Folk Museum – 120 future walkers! Malcolm has organized many displays at York shows, including using his personal gazebo when the Area’s was already in use at Howden.

Finally, a warm thanks to all Group publicity officers and workers for your work under many headings.
Peter Ayling
Area Membership Report

Our Area membership at 30th September 2007 was 2,088 plus 25 affiliated clubs, compared to 2,080 at the previous year-end. We attracted 287 new members during the year but had a net increase of only 8 because 279 members allowed their subscription to lapse or resigned. This was however 55 more new members than in the previous year. The total national membership was 136,049 compared to 137,833 at the previous year-end.  

The Group figures are as follows:

Group


New Members        Total on 30.9.2007   Increase/Decrease in year

Beverley                              45                       350                    
+17


Driffield

           16                         94

          -03


Hull & Holderness
           35                       235

          -03


Pocklington

           41                       205

          -01

Ryedale

           22                       193         

         +06


Scarborough

           22                       139

         +01


York


           77                       731

          -05

Young Peoples Group (GYBO)     14                    72

          -09

Goole/Howden
       

15                         66

         +08

Unattached to Group

                              3

          -03

TOTAL


         287                      2088

         +08
In addition to the above we also have 25 Affiliated Clubs.

Questionnaires continue to be sent to all new members and through this we are slowly gathering a picture of what people are looking for when they join and whether or not they are prepared to help with footpath work or helping their Group in any way.  In February 2007 a Recruitment and Retention workshop was held which resulted in some good ideas being put forward, some of which were reflected in the more varied walks programme from the summer onwards.  Work is still ongoing in this respect.  

Ann Laing, Area Membership Secretary

Countryside Secretary’s Report


General Council 2007 passed the motion: “This GC recognises that climate change will have many implications for walkers and calls upon the Board of Trustees to prepare a strategy on how the RA should address climate change for presentation to General Council 2008”. Below is summary of our response to a subsequent RA questionnaire sent to Areas. 

“The evidence for climate change is now overwhelming, and most of this change is caused by human activity resulting in an increased level of "greenhouse gases”. We support current RA policy of encouraging everybody to take personal action to reduce their contribution, but the public is bombarded with conflicting advice on what action to take, and the RA should be cautious before issuing guidance. Government policy on greenhouse gas emissions will surely force the public to take action, and the Trustees will have to consider how far the RA wishes to influence government/public policy.  Although it would result in only a small reduction, the RA could give stronger advice on planning walks with lower environmental impact, encouraging more local walks and campaigning for better public transport. RA policy of judging wind-farm applications case-by-case is in our view realistic and it is probably better that the RA continues not to take up a position on the nuclear issue. For the moment, RA strategy on climate change could sit alongside our existing policies and we should continue our alliance with other charities. Most members, we believe, would support a pragmatic and flexible strategy that develops as scientists’ understanding increases. Given the magnitude of this problem, the RA needs a credible strategy as soon as possible: the Trustees will present their strategy to GC in 2008, but an interim document would be helpful. (“Revenge of Gaia” by James Lovelock provides a good source of information – a worthy Nobel Laureate candidate)."

Dennis Parker has kindly agreed to deal with existing wind farm applications. The Area voted not to oppose an application for a straw-burning power station at Tansterne near Hornsea and Withernsea that would in theory contribute 10MW to the local grid, equivalent to 5 x 120m wind turbines. But local objectors calculate that there is not sufficient straw locally – it would need land with a radius of 29 miles to satisfy the planned consumption of 65,000 tons/year, so we’ll continue to monitor this one.

Peter Ayling
‘Area News’  Editors’ Report

The experimental inclusion of colour pages in the April 2007 edition was deemed to be a success and worth the extra money.  Use of colour means we can do better justice to photographs and maps.  However, colour pages have to be printed on slightly heavier paper making them more difficult to fold.  For the September edition, EC decided to use A4 envelopes which avoids this problem. We will continue shopping around for printers’ quotes to ensure that AN is cost effective. 

Paul Rhodes and Dany Wlodarczyk
Area Website Report

Since our area website was set up, three of our constituent groups Hull, Ryedale and Pocklington have decided to close down their own websites, an unintended consequence of setting up the area site, although the York RA Group continues to maintain its own site.

A review meeting was held on November 20th 2006 which Access Officer Tom Halstead also attended, with a view to creating a link to an independent Access website.  This has now been accomplished.  David Lake, our technical advisor could not attend the meeting but his help was invaluable when dealing with a few hitches earlier this year.

Anecdotal evidence suggests the link to the RA Group WalksFinder webpage is popular with both members and non-members.  It is particularly useful in that it provides a printable map helping people to find the way to the actual meeting point for the walk. Recent additions include our complete programme booklet for the year in PDF format.

Photo galleries are also popular; the Pocklington Group page has a link to Paul P’s photos which include an excellent record of the 2007 Wolds Way walks.

If you have not already done so, now’s the time to visit our website www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk  get browsing and “walk the web”!

Dany Wlodarczyk  Area Webmaster

EY & D RA AREA – GROUP REPORTS
Beverley Group

Since October 2006 we have had various "walks meetings" and organised 9 extra walks, and 13 weekly summer walks. These were advertised in the local press and were well attended.  On 9th May a meeting was held to arrange walks for 2007-08 and 24 were organised of various distances, care was taken to avoid clashes with other groups in the same area, a programme was sent to Mike Jackson so he could plan his Monday walks.  Thanks are given to walk leaders for walks led during the year, any new leaders would be very welcome.

The Footpaths Committee continues to meet and carry on with their excellent work.
 
We have been approached by Jane McGovern of the Campaign to Protect Rural England and asked if we could arrange a walk together in the New Year with them so hopefully this can be arranged for then.

In December a Christmas lunch was enjoyed by all at the Farmer's Arms in Fridaythorpe, this followed a walk in the morning led by Dennis Parker. Another meal was also enjoyed in September at a social evening in the Rambler's Rest in Millington.
 
A lot of work has been done by Dany Wlodarczyk on the "Use your paths challenge" and we hope to continue this in the New Year.

In July for the third year running the Beverley Group arranged the Area stand at this year's Driffield Show, a great number of people were attracted to the show and the stand received many visitors.

In October members of the group attended the "Apple Fest" at the Millennium Orchard, Beverley Parks which was well attended and a successful event.  Chris Toohie has invited us to the event next year on 12th October 2008 and also to the "Eco Fair" at Skidby Mill on 12th September 2008 organised by Martin's House Children's Hospice.
Jean Cavill, Group Secretary 

Driffield Group

The East Riding Walks Series has been increased from a package of four to six descriptive walks, retailing at £3 each.  The two new leaflets have walks starting from North Grimston and Goodmanham. They are being sold at Bridlington and Scarborough Tourist information offices and local shops.  Mr. F. Dean is selling some to the Wolds U3A Walking Group. 


To encourage new members, we arranged an evening walk along Driffield Canal.  As an incentive a buffet was laid on at the Riverhead cafe. This attracted a reasonable number of walkers.  Another similar event will be organised next summer.


In July a coach party of the Retford Ramblers’ Association Walking Group organised by Alan Brown came to walk at Skipsea and Ulrome. Three of the Driffield Group led the walks and found some  paths  badly overgrown. This was in spite of pre-walking them in June and reporting the problems to the Rights of Way Team.      

Some of the Worksop Ramblers came as well and walked from Bridlington to Barmston.  Here the damaged Barmston Drain bridge had been repaired by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council before the walk! 


Ramblers representatives have been to “Flamborough Head Management Plan” meetings to represent footpath interests. Delegates from the “Flamborough Head Maritime Forum” and the “Flamborough Fisheries Liaison Group” attended as well. Following on from these seminars, the Project Officer has compiled a draft Voluntary Code of Conduct.   The aim of this is to preserve the habitats along the coast and in the sea.

Mr. J. Jefferson and Dr. P. Ayling attended “Humber Rural Delivery Pathfinder” meetings to represent the Ramblers’ Association’s interests.  Bishop Burton College of Agriculture co-ordinated this study for DEFRA.  The area involved all the farmland encompassing the “Headwaters of the River Hull.”  These seminars sought to find what works in the way “Local Landscape and Environment” is currently managed. It also asked what can be done to improve local involvement. 


In September the Group Secretary was approached by the “Grand UK Holiday Group”, (for the over 55’s) to organise three days of walking for a coach party staying in Bridlington. Subsequently four of our group leaders successfully led the walks.

John Jefferson, Secretary
 
GYBO – Young Peoples’ Group

Review of 2006/2007

2007 a year of transition for GYBO – the group was 5 years old in May and has 74 members. The group offers a mix of walk types and lengths to working people, perfect for de-stressing!

The group has hosted six trips away to: Helmsley, Edale, Alston, Langdon Beck, Robin Hood’s Bay and Ingleton. The organisers of these trips were thanked.

GYBO has walked fortnightly since November 2006, and has consciously adapted its calendar to appeal to a broader spectrum of people – with shorter walks, public transport walks and family friendly offers. Evening walks were a popular addition to the calendar.

Paul Rhodes, Cath Guest, Karen Green and Nancy Sydenham benefited from attending General Council in April, making useful contacts and learning that we face similar issues around encouraging enough walk leaders.

Monthly socials in York and Beverley are well established, offering a chance to ‘try before you walk’.

Paul extended thanks on behalf of group members to the committee. Our website Particular thanks were paid to Cath Guest for her dedication and innovation in setting up a GYBO club on Facebook (22 members and rising), and to Helen Dowson and Simon Whalley who are stepping down from their committee posts this year. Both have been real assets to the group.

Online Survey

The group recently sent out an online survey to members; the first in a planned series, to members to find out the views

Plans for next year:

Paul then outlined plans for 2007/2008.

· Centenary Way Long Distance walk, a long distance walk starts in March next year. These walks will be public transport-friendly.

· The York Millennium Way is underway; short walks accessible by public transport, and will finish in February.

· In December the Carol concert at Rievaulx and Christmas meal at Fellinis takes place.

· In 2008, there are weekends away planned for Newton Stewart at Easter (now full) and the Lakes in June.

· Two longer distance walks – a 20 mile charity walk for St Leonard’s Hospice and the Yorkshire 3-Peaks will take place in May and July respectively.

Election of GYBO Officers

The following people were elected to the committee. Names in brackets indicate the proposer and seconder.

· Walks Secretary (job share): Kate Harris and Jonathan Richardson (Simon and Emma)

· Membership secretary: Simon Hirst (Clare and Helen)

· Treasurer: Clare Moody (Jonathan and Karen)

· Webmaster: Cath Guest (Irene and Simon)

· Secretary: Nancy Sydenham (Cath and Emma)

· Chair: Paul Rhodes (Jonathan and Clare)

· Hull representative: Helen Dowson

· Area Council representatives: Paul Rhodes and Cath Guest

Howden & Goole Group

The Howden and Goole Ramblers have enjoyed another successful year of walks; in total we completed 31 walks. 

Highlights have included the Christmas walk where we had a bracing walk starting at Brantingham and incorporating a Christmas lunch, it was very well attended and we were lucky to have excellent weather.  September saw a walk with a difference, a ride on a narrow boat along the Pocklington Canal, three Committee members were even allowed to steer the boat – they quickly handed it back to more experienced hands!  Ever popular are walks around Thorne Moor where we marvel at the wildlife.

For the first time we have joined with York Ramblers to take part in their coach trips.  The first in May resulted in an excellent day in the Yorkshire Dales with a choice of walks in either Arncliffe, Malham or Settle.  In September members once again joined York for a walk along the Viking Way in Lincolnshire.  The Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank York RA Group for accommodating us and providing two very enjoyable days.

Once again we offered our evening programme of summer walks but unfortunately they were affected by the poor summer weather with two having to be called off due to the rain and often poor turn out.  We look forward to a better summer next year!

The Committee have attended three local shows to publicise the group and the work of the Ramblers.  Our Committee has grown and we are pleased to welcome our latest member, Karen Williamson, who takes on the role of the Membership Secretary.  This now brings our total number to seven.

Our Chairman, Ken Boothman, has been busy investigating a complaint made by a member regarding the positioning of a footpath at Blacktoft Sands.  This has proved a very demanding task but very interesting to gain an insight into the working of a footpath officer.

Our AGM was once again held in Hook Memorial Hall and was attended by 28 members.  Once the business of the evening was completed we were treated to an enjoyable talk given by Roy Dresser about the walks of the Bronte sisters.  Some lovely photographs of the Howarth area, which inspired listeners to discuss coach rambles to Haworth, accompanied the presentation!

We are looking forward to the coming year where we already have a programme of interesting and varied walks in place.  

The Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all our walk leaders for providing us with such enjoyable walks – thank you.

Carol Edwards, Secretary

Hull & Holderness Group

This time last year the Group's future looked pretty grim but with assistance from the Area Committee, Members of the Hull and Holderness Group met on the 16th January 2007 to discuss a way forward.

After some discussion it was agreed that the Group would concentrate on putting together a programme of Summer Evening Walks 5-6 miles in length.

After much discussion a programme of 13 walks was put together, taking place through the year and which were enjoyed by approximately 15-20 people on each occasion.  Interestingly, some of whom were both new to the area and to walking. 

Details of each walk were advertised in both local Leisure Centres and in the Hull Daily Mail. Unfortunately due to torrential rains in June and acres of land being flooded, the Long Riston walk had to be cancelled.

At the April 2007 meeting of the Group, Members put together a further Programme of walks for late 2007-2008. Whilst all of this has been very hopeful and encouraging the Group still needs new Walk Leaders to come forward to help with the work and to ensure that the group continues.

With regard to promoting the work of the Hull and Holderness Group, information about walks has been sent out to many people, 55, who either responded to the RA's website or who saw information in Leisure Centres.

Once again, the plea goes out to people who are interested in leading walks to come forward and to ensure that the Hull and Holderness Group continues its walks in interesting and diverse countryside, which is not accessible by car.

Lynn Clark, Secretary.
Pocklington Group

Pocklington Group has had a very interesting year. As ever there has been a very full walks programme covering the usual length walks on Wednesdays and alternate Saturdays and Sundays. In addition the summer evening programme and winter short walks programme have continued to be popular. The monthly long distance walks continue to stretch our more energetic members and guests from other groups.

 

Walking holidays have become an increasingly important part of our activities. As well as weekends away at Clapham and Kettlewell, twenty of us enjoyed a week away in June at Hassness House in the Lake District with our guide, and evening drinking companion, Jim Tulloch . A smaller group of 12 tackled the ‘St Cuthbert’s Way’ in May which took us across the Scottish Borders ending on Lindisfarne. Roy Hunt, not satisfied with just completing the usual walks programme, also organised a walking holiday in Southern Spain, which members from a number of groups took part in so there has been no shortage of walking activity.

 

Membership has increased and is now well beyond 200. We have lost a few of the members who supported us when we set off 5 years ago - our thanks for their support but we have seen a further influx of new members which ensures that the group remains fresh and vital.

 

As ever social activities form an important group activity and promote friendship and fellowship which lies at the heart of the group ethos. Christine Spencer once again put together an enterprising list of events to suit everyone. Highlights were the annual barn dance and gliding at Pocklington .

 

Three members of our committee have retired. Our particular thanks go to our retiring Footpath Secretary Frank Challoner whose work has been unstinting and where needed - suitably persistent . Stan Thornton and Neville Kirkpatrick have also retired from their posts as membership secretary and Treasurer. We extend our thanks to them also and welcome Peter Reid and Pauline Burns as their replacements .........but if anyone would like to be the new footpath secretary we are waiting to hear from you.

Tony Ashbridge, Group Secretary

Ryedale Group

The group has enjoyed another successful year.  Some new members have joined us this year, supporting the group regularly on walks and as new walk leaders.  We have put on a full programme of walks, with walks every Sunday plus shorter ones twice a month. We are also  offering some shorter, full day walks in an effort to encourage new members who perhaps need a slightly slower pace to begin with. When we came to complete the walks programme we found that we were over subscribed with offers to lead walks.  It is gratifying that we have so many enthusiastic walk leaders.  We were pleased to play our part in the Wolds Way 25th anniversary celebrations.  Particularly during the summer, we welcomed many holiday makers who joined us on our walks.  

Our annual coach ramble in June was to Haworth and Hebden Bridge, and a choice of three walks of varying lengths were offered with a meal afterwards.  It was well supported, and despite early drizzle, was enjoyed by everyone.  The 2008 coach ramble will be on 29 June but the venue has yet to be decided.  The barn dance at Kirkbymoorside proved as popular as ever along with the New Year’s lunch at Pickering and the carol service.

We have recently returned from our annual holiday in the Lake District, which was, as always, a great success.  In addition, many of our members have also organised and enjoyed other walking holidays. 

Wendy Borman, Group Secretary

Scarborough and District Group

Our rambles organiser, Ray Johnson, managed to cajole enough leaders into providing us with nearly a full programme of Sunday walks, except for the Bank holiday weekends and about 6 other Sundays. Several of these were subsequently filled by leaders volunteering ad hoc walks nearer the time. Ray also organised a well supported programme of evening walks in the summer. In addition this year, Margaret Ingham has led shorter walks of about 5 miles regularly on Thursdays, and Peter Fahy has organised occasional Thursday walks incorporating pub lunches. Peter also organised our Christmas walk, which finished with a carvery meal at the Hayburn Wyke hotel, which was enjoyed by all.

Our footpath officer Les Atkinson has continued to work tirelessly on footpath problems, checking on diversion proposals and responding on our behalf, and attending various meetings about future footpath strategy and coastal access. He has developed close working relationships with the Carl Gerhardsen and Emma Daniels at the National Park.

Les attended the RA’s footpath strategy conference at Loose Hill in Derbyshire in March, which he found very rewarding.

We have continued to enjoy our regular monthly dining out sessions organised by Lisa Crozier. Lisa, together with Richard Bedford, organised a group holiday in Scotland in May, which she describes as the “best yet”.

Finally thanks to Dennis Muir for his hard graft as group secretary over the past three years. Dennis has decided not to stand again at the forthcoming AGM, and, at the time of writing, nobody has expressed an interest in taking on the job.

Phil Trafford, Group Chair

York Group


Two successful coach rambles were run this year. In May we visited the Yorkshire Dales, and in September walked part of the Viking Way, in the Lincolnshire Wolds. Our annual Summer evening walks programme ran as usual. Although numbers were fairly small, they are appreciated by people unable to walk at other times. Steve Hoather, together with volunteers from other groups, was able to coordinate a full programme of Wednesday walks. 


The Wednesday Ambles programme was coordinated by Alan Clark. He has now decided to hand over the responsibility for this very successful part of the R.A. programme, and we wish to record our thanks for his years of service. 


We attended the annual Rowntree Park fair in July, which was marred by heavy rain, and a Club Information Day in the centre of York in August, making use of the Area display boards. Other Group publicity has been through the distribution of walks leaflets around local libraries and outdoor shops. 


Walks and other events are also listed on the Area Website and our own Group one at: www.communigate.co.uk/york/yorkramblers2/index.phtml  


The promotion of the RA in general and of walking in particular is something we want to do more of over the next year or so.


We were saddened to hear of the death this summer of our former secretary, chairman, and Area Vice-president, Tom Petfield. Tom and his wife, Hilda, had been stalwart supporters of the group and Area for many years.


 The footpath sub-committee has been concerned with alleygating in the City of York, as well as Parish Paths surveys for North Yorkshire’s ROW improvement plans. They were able to support an objection to extinguishment of a footpath in Osbaldwick, which resulted in its retention. The campaign working group’s current campaign is with regard to bridges, many of which are not on the map. Also many need repair or replacement or are missing.  They are concerned by the high estimated cost of the required work, and consider unsatisfactory the separation of responsibility between the Highway Authority and Countryside Services. The maintenance and improvement budgets have now been separated, however, so may now get matched funding.


Monica Nelson has represented our views at enquiries regarding developments at Germany Beck, Derwentthorpe, Hungate and the former Terry’s factory site, in hopes of restraining some of the excessive building plans.


The initiative to promote public transport walks, under the leadership of Malcolm Dixon, has produced a wide-ranging programme, which we hope will continue to gather support. We are already organising at least one walk, and often more, per month. Summer also saw the walking of the coastal sections of the Cleveland Way in six stages using trains & buses to connect with the start and finishes. We have recently started a series of Sunday afternoon walks with the walking of sections of the York Millennium Way. Details of our walks are listed on leaflets, in Area News and on the Group’s website.


Tom Halstead has continued to monitor Access issues, with the advent of Natural England and the proposals regarding Coastal Access taking up much of his time.


There has been a slight net increase in Group membership over the year.
Vera Silberberg, Group Secretary
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